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All cricket, curry & terrorism?
New student-created resources show the real Pakistan
Six young Brits are embarking on an educational tour to spread lessons learned while journeying to Pakistan with Offscreen Expeditions. Free classroom resources based on the expedition will enable educators to follow their journey and bring Pakistan to life in the classroom.
The team of 18-21 year olds spent two weeks in October 2010 on the Journey to Pakistan, an educational expedition seeking to get behind the headlines and create a grassroots portrait of the country. Their films, blogs and photos can be explored and downloaded from the expedition website, www.offscreenexpedition.com, and a teachers’ section provides free guidance and classroom resources on each episode. 
The Journey to Pakistan expedition was designed with a schools’ audience in mind. “It’s really important for us that schools in the UK and in Pakistan can be part of the journey, even if they couldn’t be a part of the actual expedition,” explains Digital Explorer Director, Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop. “We partnered with the British Council both in the UK and Pakistan to ensure that the themes we covered are relevant to schools, especially those that are part of their Connecting Classrooms programme.”
Jamie, a former teacher himself, feels that focusing on giving young people the opportunity to explore other cultures on their own terms is essential in making global issues real in the classroom. The website represents an authentic experience of the team’s journey and includes other features such as online polls and social media integration to promote youth interaction.

The young team are now are visiting schools and youth groups around the UK, sharing their first-hand experiences of the country in order to encourage peer-to-peer learning, deepen understanding and create positive change in their own communities. Speaking about strong themes that emerged from the expedition such as the impact of the media, ideas on faith, active citizenship, and art and creativity, the Offscreen creatives hope to teach the students important lessons learned on the Journey to Pakistan, including the importance of tolerance and cultural understanding.
Kyle, an actor and spoken word artist from Manchester, said: “I found Pakistanis to be extremely friendly and hospitable; they were inquisitive and didn’t show us any hostility because we were from the UK, which I thought might happen.”

The students also visited Mirpur-based social action projects, such as a successful initiative supporting the primary education of orphans and refugees.

Imran, a student from Birmingham said: “There are lots of people setting up projects to improve things in their communities. Terrorism does exist but there are people here doing a lot to help end it. I hope I can implement my new ideas that will inspire change in my own community.” 
---ENDS---

NOTES FOR EDITORS:
For downloadable high-res images of expedition highlights and participant headshots, please visit: offscreenexpedition.zenfolio.com.   
For info/interviews contact: Sarah Hobbs - sarah@offscreened.com – 0207 832 1333 / 07949 926282

About Offscreen Expeditions

Offscreen Expeditions is an expedition-based education programme run by UK-based educational social enterprises Offscreen Education Programme and Digital Explorer. Since the first Offscreen Expedition in 2007, the programme has garnered international praise and awards for its much needed work in developing greater understanding between young people in the UK and the Middle East.

See our previous expeditions at: 
www.offscreenexpedition.com/2010_uk 
www.offscreened.com/expedition/2007
www.offscreened.com/expedition/2008. 

For more information email: sarah@offscreened.com.

About Digital Explorer

Digital Explorer is a pioneer in educational expeditions where pupils are at the centre. We take select groups of talented young communicators on curriculum-based expeditions, kit them up with the latest recording and communications equipment, facilitate their experience with teachers and broadcast their experiences to a global online audience – it’s direct pupil-to-pupil education LIVE from one corner of the world to the other. Unsurprisingly, pupils find it far easier to relate to someone their own age compared to adult presenters, ‘experts’ or politicians.

About British Council Connecting Classrooms

Connecting Classrooms is a global programme that creates partnerships between clusters of schools in the UK and others around the world. These partnerships bring an international dimension to young people’s learning, to improve their knowledge and understanding of other cultures and prepare them for life and work as global citizens.
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